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Introducing Jeffrey Zaslow
THE LAST LECTURE • SPC READS

Greetings students, faculty and staff, and members of the community,

I am Matthew Bodie, and I thank you for attending this very special event. Our guest comes to 
us this evening as part of the sixth edition of the One Book, One College program, a common 
reading program here at SPC, which I have the honor to chair.

I have to admit, however, that it’s not by my efforts that Jeffrey Zaslow appears here tonight. 
Rather, just like Randy and Jeff warn about in The Last Lecture, I hit a brick wall! You see, I 
went the usual route of talking with agents, getting proposals, and asking people for money…
but all that didn’t work! Instead, it is from the dogged determination of my colleague Kim Wolff 
and her talented assistant, Bobbi Cullinan, that Jeff is able to be here tonight.

Of course, if you know Kim, you know that she is one to see things through…and even after 
enlisting the help of fine faculty, such as Bonnie Jefferis and others here at Clearwater, and 
hours of strategizing about having Jeff be with us, we couldn’t seem to make things go through 
due to budgetary constraints.

But I like to think that Randy himself would have approved of how Kim and Bobbi did some 
thinking outside the box. No, they didn’t pour soda all over their brand-new convertible just to 
prove a point! (If you didn’t get that joke, read the book.) But they did send off an email to the 
publisher and to Jeff’s Wall Street Journal email address, and lo and behold, they actually heard 
back from him directly. “Duh! Why didn’t I think of that!”

As I said, I had hit a brick wall, but Kim and Bobbi hadn’t, and just like The Last Lecture says:

“Brick walls are there for a reason. And once you get over them—even if 
someone has practically had to throw you over—it can be helpful to 
others to tell them how you did it.”

I know now how to get over that brick wall. And I thank Kim and Bobbi for their example…and 
their determination…and Jeff, I have to say, if you ever need a publicist, I think that Bobbi 
Cullinan might be your person. Her communication blitzes and coordination of this event have 
been instrumental in making this evening a success.

Jeffrey Zaslow at St. Petersburg College.
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Introducing Jeffrey Zaslow
CONTINUED

So that’s sort of a backstory of how we ended up here tonight…and I apologize for going on for a 
little longer than I should’ve. I really need to brush up on Randy’s rules of time management.

Anyway, so on to the best part of the evening…the best person of the evening…to whom we are 
all grateful that he took time out of his busy schedule to be here: Jeffrey Zaslow.

Although he initially had his own brick walls before him to get to his alma mater—Carnegie 
Mellon—on the night of September 18, 2007, to hear Randy Pausch deliver his last lecture, Jeff 
was persistent! He knew he had a very special story…and he needed to be there in person. And 
it’s a good thing he was because, with his column in the Wall Street Journal about the lecture, 
Randy’s story went viral!

Knowing that writing a book would take time away from his family, Randy eventually agreed to 
let Jeff write down his words in book form—as long as he could tell his story while exercising on 
his bike. Jeff patiently took down Randy’s stories over the phone…and together they wrote this 
inspirational little book—The Last Lecture—a national bestseller that spent at least 85 weeks on 
the New York Times bestseller list and has been translated into more than 29 languages.

Since the phenomenon of The Last Lecture, Jeff has also published two other bestsellers, 
including Highest Duty about Captain Chesley Sullenberger, who successfully landed a jet full of 
passengers on the Hudson River…and The Girls From Ames, a true story about 11 girls who 
grew up together in Ames, Iowa, and remained friends for 40 years. His forthcoming book, The 
Magic Room: A Story About the Love We Wish for Our Daughters, is due out in early 2012.

Jeff also serves as senior special writer and columnist for the Wall Street Journal, where the 
story about Randy’s lecture originally appeared. His column is called “Moving On.”

Jeff has also worked as a writer for the Chicago Sun-Times…USA Weekend…and even right here 
in Florida at the Orlando Sentinel.

He has received numerous awards for his humanitarian efforts. But perhaps the greatest of his 
rewards are his wife, Sherry, a TV news anchor in Detroit, and his three daughters!

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Jeffrey Zaslow!

Unprompted, Jeff signed a personal copy of The Last Lecture with this kind note of praise for my 
introduction.
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